
2015
The Award in Australia started 

funding disadvantaged youth

2016
Duke of Ed Employer 

Project launched 

HISTORICAL TIMELINE OF THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S INTERNATIONAL AWARD - AUSTRALIA (1959 – 2019)
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1959
The Award was introduced in 
Australia By Sir Adrian Curlewis, 
set up as two separate programs 
for men and women aged 14 –
21.

1959
The Award was first delivered by 
Sydney Church of England School 
(Shore) as Australia’s first Award 
Unit lead by Headmaster Mr. 
B.H. (‘Jika’) Travers.

1962 - 1963
In 1962, Michael Dillon AM achieved his 
Gold Award as Australia’s First Gold 
Awardee, and was presented his 
Certificate by HRH The Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh in 1963. 
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1962
The Award was established 
in QLD, WA, TAS, and SA.

1978
Changes were made to the 
Award’s structure to offer a single 
program for both men and women 
aged 14 – 25.

1963
The Award was 
established in VIC and 
NSW.

1977
The Award was 
established in NT.

1980
The Award was 
established in ACT.

1964 - 1965
Patricia Jeffreys, a Girl Guides 
Participant, became the first female 
Gold Awardee, and was presented her 
Certificate by HRH The Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh in 1965.

1962
Sir Adrian Curlewis was appointed 
National Coordinator of the Award 
in Australia by HRH The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. He was 
then appointed the first Chairman 
of the Award in Australia by The 
National Coordinating council.

1973
Sir Adrian Curlewis retired as 
National Award Coordinator 
and HRH The Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh appointed 
Mr. Edward Booth as his 
Successor.

1968
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh opened The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award 
Study Conference in Australia.

1967
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh visited Australia and 
presented Gold Awards.

1970
HRH The Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh visited 
Australia and presented 
Gold Awards.

1968
“Grace Brothers” became the only retail 
organisation to become an Award Unit in 
Australia, engaging Mrs. Vivienne Ashcroft as 
Liaison Officer. Mrs. Ashcroft went on to work for 
and support the Award from 1968 – 2006.

1977
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh visited Australia and 
presented Gold Awards to Brisbane 
Grammar Participants.

1979
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh visited Australia and 
presented Gold Awards to 
Participants from the 
Conservatory of Music in 
Sydney. 

1998
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh visited Australia and 
presented Gold Awards to 
Participants in the NT.

1988
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh chaired 
the inaugural meeting of the International Award 
Association and attended The Duke of 
Edinburgh's International Award 1988 Forum in 
Brisbane. HRH also presented Gold Awards to 
recipients in WA and NT, and hosted the 
International Gold Award Project.

2000
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh gave a 
speech at the World Fellowship Reception in 
Sydney and visited an Outward Bound 
adventure camp near Canberra. He also 
attended a supporters’ recognition and 
fundraising dinner, and met with Participants, 
Volunteers and Award Leaders in Perth and Alice 
Springs. 

2006
HRH The Prince 
Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh visited 
Australia and 
addressed Award 
Alumni, Supporters 
and Awardees in 
Sydney. 

2011
HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

visited Australia and attended an Award 
reception where he presented World 

Fellows pins and met and thanked Award 
volunteers and Participants including 

Michael Crouch AC, Benefactor for the 
Award in Australia (2012-2018).

2009
Australia hosted The Duke of 

Edinburgh’s International Award 
2009 Forum attended by HRH The 
Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex KG 

GCVO.

2017
HRH The Prince Philip, 

Duke of Edinburgh 
stepped down from 
public engagements 

with the Award, 
passing on to HRH The 
Prince Edward, Earl of 

Wessex KG GCVO.

2018
HRH The Prince Edward, Earl of 

Wessex KG GCVO visited 
Australia as part of his “Real 

Tennis Challenge 2018” helping 
to raise Awareness, support and 
funds for the Award in Australia.

26,600 New Award Registrations

20,000 New Award 
Registrations

2012

2018

Over 1,200 Award Units

Funded over 4,000 disadvantaged 
youth to date, to take part in the 

Award

2000
The Award in Australia 
gained a tax deductible 
status.

2018
Duke 4Sport Program launched

15,000 New Award 
Registrations

2007

1993 - 1994
In 1993, Clipsal 

Strathalbyn Factory 
was the first 
Employer in 
Australia to 

introduce the 
Award as a tool for 
staff development, 

followed by GM 
Holden Elizabeth 
Plan in 1994 that 

had 64 of their 
apprentices taking 
part in the Award. 

1976

5,000 New Award 
Registrations

1983
The 1000th Australian Gold Award was 
presented
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